MACC Meeting 9/27/07 12:00 p.m.

Subway Lunch
Attendees:  Vern France, Rob Lanford, Matt Smith, Terry Ruby, Helen Edwards, Jay Loesche, Todd Bunn, Polly Huggins, Rocky James

General discussion was held on the possibility of locating funding for a multi-jurisdictional self‑enclosed solid waste disposal site that would produce electric energy.  Concerns were raised about Idaho Power, permissions, location, etc.  Tom Faulkner would be a regional contact for South Central area.  Helen suggests speaking to Terry Schultz who is the South Central Solid Waste Director.

Today’s speaker is Matt Smith with Diversified Fuels

Matt talks about Diversified’s history and associations.  Parent company is Disco Association circa 1975.

At the moment they are focusing on the instrumental and control solutions with regards to biofuels in Twin Falls.  Their goal is also to add engineering and procurement including licensed engineers, electricians and certified welders.

The Biofuels plant will be located in Buhl.  They purchased the old Coors facility in May.  The location will house both the administrative and production facility.  They are planning two phases of construction and modes of operation as a company.

Phase I is planned to take 15months for the canola crushing and administrative portion of the company from order to sellable food grade product with ground breaking planned before the end of the year.  It is estimated that the facility would need 35 new hires and 20-30 Disco employees to staff this location.
The market side of the canola plant/oil is highly feasible in Idaho because of the potato industry and manufacturing of the multitude of fried products produced here.  The plant is estimated to produce 40 million gallons of canola oil/year which is equal to 1100 tons of canola being processed a day.

Through research and development, Diversified is estimating that 200,000 to 250,000 acres of canola will need to be planted to feed the plant.  That number would equal the state’s existing beet production.  The only other option for product is to ship the canola from Canada and with the price of fuel it makes the process more expensive.

Canola is receiving a lot of attention is various circles because is it considered a low water use crop with both spring and fall varieties available.  With the growing season in Idaho, it has been determined that the spring crop would not be profitable for farmers.  Matt spoke of benefits to soil and following rotation crop yields.

Phase II is expected to take between 9 to 12 months and would be the Biofuels/crude oil plant.  Research and Development would also be included with Phase II with a total of 30 additional employees needed.

The bi-product of the canola production at 80% revenue potential is a press cake suitable for dairy, swine, and poultry in a high value feed.


There is a question and answer period where Matt fielded questions from attendees.
As a part of the plant, Matt has been made an adjunct professor through CSA for mechanical and technical engineering.  There is a big demand industry-wide for technicians.  The program will follow an apprentice/journeyman/licensing process.  Matt feels there is also a demand for interns in draftsman categories and chemical engineering.

Matt also mentions fall-out of the plant in that glycerin, a by-product that this facility will not manage can also be refined with markets in soap, plastics or additional food products being manufactured.  They have not estimated the economic impact outside of their quadrant.

Their research shows a minimal environmental impact.  Matt also spoke to yields/crops current prices and speculation on potential.

Polly mentioned several grant opportunities for energy to which Matt agreed Diversified and Disco are a part of a number through state government departments.

Vern highlighted projects moving forward within the City of Gooding in that the WRDA Bill with regards to the river has gone through both houses with the full funding wording still intact.  They have heard hints of a veto, but are hopeful that enough support would overturn any such veto.

Helen mentions Gooding County is in need of new county office housing and possibly moving the Health Department offices to make more room for offices.  There is also jokes made of needing a new booking room for the sheriff’s department.

Jay stated Lincoln County is looking for said prisoner (due to a recent successful escape).  He states they are struggling with growth and are accumulating properties including revamping the Masonic Hall and has heard that ITD will be vacating their large facility.  They are looking at expanding the school property, fairgrounds and a new permit has been issued for a high-end development complete with a golf course.

Todd says they have been working on the Impact Area which included a new subdivision ordinance which has been turned over to the Planning & Zoning Commission.
Rob with USDA offers help with housing development, business and economic development and commercial program grant opportunities for many of the projects mentioned.

Terry Ruby thanked the 3 County Commissioners for its efforts in that he received larger amounts of money than has been previously allocated to his projects.  Has the grants but help has been difficult to procure.  He is working on fall treatments to ease the spring problems.

Polly declares the council’s biggest change is acquiring two new civilian employees in an administrative assistant and student co-op both working part time in the RC&D office.

Polly reminds everyone that the MACC Council is dark during the winter.  The next meeting will be scheduled for January wherein there should be a Chairman change.  Todd asks of the possibility of moving locations from month to month to encourage wider attendance within the group.  There is a general assent with the January meeting being held in Gooding at the RC&D offices which would be used as the planning meeting.  The year’s calendar will be designated with places and people being decided.

Meeting adjourned at 1:20 p.m.
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