Wood River Resource Conservation & Development

820 Main Street  Gooding, Idaho  83330

208-934-4149

Wood River Resource, Conservation & Development Council Meeting
October 10, 2007

Attendees:  Terry Ruby, Rich Sims, Buck Ward, Rusty Parker, Polly Huggins, Rocky James, Helen Edwards, Katie Shewmaker, Bob Bolte, Bill Davis, Kevin Davidson
Meeting called to order: 9:40 a.m.

Introductions were made by Katie Shewmaker, the new regional assistant to Senator Crapo.

Buck Ward made the motion to approve last month’s council meeting minutes, Terry Ruby 2nd motion.  All approve, none oppose.  Motion passes.

Rich Sims, State Conservation Officer, commented on results of the annual RC&D meeting.  The decision was made to solicit 3 or 4 people to serve 2-4 week internships, shadowing Project Coordinator’s type positions for a time to get an idea of what they do.  They plan to advertise and gauge responses.  The idea was necessitated by the imminent retirement of many of the state’s coordinator’s within a short time span.

The budget is being operated on by continued resolution until November 15th, 2007 in that there is no final budget.  In FY07, 10% of RC&D conservation operated under different fund accounts.  Trying to get to work 100% under the same funding program.  
Rich continues that the Memorandum of Understanding for the Administrative Assistant has to have the complete analysis for the 2008 budget before the position’s fully funded.  He will have an agreement, but Rich does not have an exact amount.  Can guarantee at least $10,000 but it could come in less than the $15,000 than council was told would be there by Bob Tribelhorn.  Feels the council put the cart before the horse in filling position.  Council states they had assurances of guaranteed funding.  Sims reiterates that position does have funding, but it may not appear as the full amount discussed.
Rocky and Polly presented the council with a written office internet proposal.  Polly highlighted reasons why a non-federal internet access to a computer would be beneficial. 

Buck Ward asked about WRRC&D not being considered a part of the government.  He feels the council is being pushed away to fend for themselves.  Rich Sims answers that the WRRC&D is supported by NRCS but not a part of NRCS.
Bill Davis comments that wireless internet access is the better choice due to its portability and cost.

Buck Ward makes the motion to approve the wireless internet option submitted by Qwest for a 3 year contract, Terry Ruby 2nd motion.  All approve, none oppose.  Motion passes.

There is a discussion about the newly required, proposed FY 2008 Budget.  Line items are discussed in detail and how the required audit will affect the budget expenditures.  The first year’s audit is expected to cost the council up to $5,000 with a reduction in subsequent years. Corrections and revisions are made.  Buck Ward made the motion to approve the Proposed FY2008 Budget with revisions, Bill Davis 2nd motion.  All approve, none oppose.  Motion passes.

The FY2007 Progress Report and 2008 Plan of Work was reviewed.  Idaho’s Bounty needs to be added to the November 1sts meeting to update everyone on progress made during 10/30 and 10/31 meetings.  The Alternative Energy Workshop and Tour, maybe held at the Gooding Fairgrounds (intent) should be a big ‘to do’ for the council.  There is discussion on revisions, changes and possible projects.  Buck Ward made the motion to approve the Progress Report and Plan of Work with revisions, Bill Davis 2nd motion.  All approve, none oppose.  Motion passes.  Progress Report and Plan of Work is presented to Rusty Parker and Rich Sims for signature.
The general opinion is that dues for the WRRC&D are based on census information.  The current rate should be 5¢ per person.  The council discusses the potential of a straight percentage increase in that fees have not been raised since the inception of the RC&D.  Buck Ward makes the motion to increase sponsorship dues to 8¢ per capita and raise organization fees from $25.00 to $35.00, Bill Davis 2nd motion.  All approve, none oppose.  Motion passes.
The next meeting agenda is discussed.  Already scheduled for the November 1st meeting, which will be held at 7:00 p.m., are Terry Lee, Lincoln County Recreation District and Julie Thomas.  
Ray Mitchell should be offering a closeout report and summary.

The council’s 35th anniversary will be celebrated in 2008. Polly and Rocky have promotional items to include stationary/stickers to commemorate the event.

Terry Ruby made the motion to close the October 10, 2007 meeting at 12:00 p.m., Rusty Parker 2nd motion.  All approve, none oppose.  Motion passes.

The Wood River Resource, Conservation and Development Council has read and approved the ____________________________ meeting minutes   with     without changes.  All   none  approve  oppose.  Motion passes   fails.  

__________________________________________

Rusty Parker, Chairman

__________________________________________

Rocky James, Administrative Assistant

Dated:  ____________________________________
