December 7, 2007

Randy Wheatley

Business Program Specialist

USDA, Rural Development

1441 Fillmore, Suite C

Twin Falls, Idaho  83301

RE:  Support letter for the Wood River RC&D to receive a Rural Business Enterprise Grant.

Dear Mr. Wheatley,

We strongly encourage USDA, Rural Development to award the Wood River RC&D a $10,000 Rural Business Enterprise Grant.

The $10,000 from this grant will be used to hire a grant writer to write approximately eight Value-Added, Producer Grants (VAPG).  The VAPG program awards agricultural producers monies for business planning, or working capital expenses, associated with marketing a value-added agricultural product.   In FY 2007, $300,000 was available to each recipient for a working capital grant.  The VAPG program would greatly assist our local economy and our local 
Ag producers.
If the Wood River RC&D receives this funding, they would then put out an announcement encouraging farmers/ranchers to apply for consideration to have the grant writer apply for the VAPG program.  The Wood River RC&D would then rank the applications and have the grant writer work with eight local agriculture producers to submit applications for the VAPG program.
If you have any questions, then please feel free to call.  Thank you in advance for your positive consideration.

Sincerely,

Your Company Name

Your Company Address.

